
 

A Speech Delivered on the Occasion of the Mawlid 

By: Sayyiduna al-Habib, Ahmad Mash-hur b. Taha al-Haddad 

Ba „Alawi al-Husayni al-Hashimi ash-Shafi‟i 

This speech was delivered by our master, may Allah have mercy on him, in the large celebration, 

established by as-Sayyid Taha b. Muhammad as-Saqqaf, set up for the recital of the prophetic 

and noble mawlid, in his residence in Jeddah (26/2/1407 Hijri) 

He said, may Allah be pleased with him: 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. May His blessings and salutations be upon our 

Master Muhammad, as well as upon his family and companions, all together. Allah says, 

transcendent and exalted is he, to his prophet sallaLlahu „alayhi wa alihi wa sallam: “Lo! We 

have given thee Abundance; So pray unto thy Lord, and sacrifice. Lo! it is thy insulter (and not 
thou) who is without posterity.”  

 This chapter is from the short chapters, though the meanings and secrets it contains are beyond 

enumeration. In it, Allah strengthens his prophet sallaLlahu „alayhi wa alihi wa sallam with vast 

bounty and gifts, owing to his saying: “Lo! We have given thee Abundance” – bounty in its most 

general meaning, as Allah transcendent and exalted is he bestowed upon him everything, and al-

kawthar! (over-flowing abundance) [on top of that]! The scholars, in explanation of this, inform 

us of many meanings; amongst them is the arriving at the hawd to which many will come, as is 
narrated in the ahadith. May our Lord make us, if he wills, from amongst those who arrive to it! . 

And from amongst [the meanings of the surah] is the abundant good, and the many virtues – all 

of this comes under „al-kawthar‟. And from amongst [the meanings of the surah] are the blessed 

descendants, the blessed offspring, the overflowing abundance (al-kawthar), and Allah has placed 

barakah in them. The general meaning is: Indeed we have bestowed upon you encompassing 

goodness, such that it includes the good of this world and the next. Allah has bestowed this upon 

him alone, and entrusted him with it: “Indeed we have bestowed upon you . . .”, just as you may 

give an individual something, and entrust it to him. As long as Allah is giving him al-kawthar, he 

[sallaLlahu „alayhi wa alihi wa sallam] is dividing it up and distributing it, to those whom Allah 

has given providence (tawfiq), and it is appropriate to the time and place, as he is the distributor 

(al-qasim), salawat Allah wa salamuh „alayh wa „ala alih.  



The second bestowal is mentioned in his saying, exalted is he: “And verily thy Lord will give 

unto thee so that thou wilt be content.” Hence, in this bestowal, there is no meddling nor 

interference – an absolute gift. Allah has indeed delegated this gift upon the entire cosmos – this 

is the abundant favour which pleases our beloved, Muhammad sallaLlahu „alayhi wa alihi wa 
sallam, and pleases us in turn, as it has been said: 

We recited in ad-Duha “and he shall soon give” (wa la sawfa yu‟taa)  

Our hearts were thus gladdened, owing to that gift 

And transcendent are you, O messenger of Allah, that you would “be content” (tarda) 

While amongst us, there are those who are punished or tormented 

Therefore, the gift from Allah to his prophet – O Allah, send blessings upon him! – is a 

tremendous distinction; that which is narrated in the hadith of intercession on the Day of 

Judgement should suffice you, when he prostrates and the Lord calls upon him: “Raise your head; 

ask and you will be given; seek intercession and you will be granted it”. He [sallaLlahu „alayhi 

wa alihi wa sallam] will not suffice with this – nay, until he intercedes with Allah [on our behalf] 

for the fasl al-qada‟ (which refers to the Judgement starting quickly, due to the immense heat and 

torment of waiting), and he seeks from Allah exalted is he that no individual from his nation 

remains in the hell-fire – O Allah, send blessings and salutations upon him and his family! – and 

so the call will come to him from al-Haqq (the truth - a name of Allah), with yet another 

entrustment [of gifts, directed at] Malik, the keeper of Hell-Fire, and every heart with even an 

atom‟s weight of Tawhid (unification) will be removed, to such an extent that Malik will say: 
“There will be nothing left of the anger of your lord, O Muhammad!”  

The textual evidence indicating Allah‟s bestowal to his prophet is a lofty affair, which puts us in a 

position where we place our trust, rejoice and delight in our beloved – O Allah, send blessings 

and salutations upon him! – and we will, in sha Allah, enter his intercession! I began this speech 

with the expansion (inshirah) which settled in my heart, during these types of gatherings, 

established amongst our brothers in Jeddah. In this month, rabi‟ after rabi‟ after rabi‟, its 

goodness is generously granted to us, and its light rises above us! Rabi‟, ya laka min rabi‟! (an 

expression signifying the greatness and appreciation of the month of the beloved‟s birth, 

sallaLlahu „alayhi wa sallam). It repeats upon us every year, it repeats upon us every moment – a 

fruit: “Giving its fruit at every season by permission of its Lord” (Surah Ibrahim, 25). All praise 

is due to Allah for this blessing, These words were uttered due to what settled in my mind, and 

due to what I sense in every gathering which I attend, and I gaze these brothers of mine. All of 

them are gathered in a single place, by a single purpose, a yearning and urge [to attain] all these 

virtues. There is no doubt that „whoever works hard, finds‟, that „whoever strives, gains‟, and that 
„whoever intends, then “for every man is that which he intends”‟.  

 Brought to our attention by the brilliant linguist and Ustadh, Sayyid Rida b. „Abd al-Qadir 

b. Ahmad Mash-hur b. Taha al-Haddad, and taken from the book “Imam Ahmad Mash-

hur al-Haddad” of the Imam‟s son, Sayyid Hamid b. Ahmad Mash-hur b. Taha al-Haddad 

Ba „Alawi al-Husayni. May Allah have mercy upon all of them, spread their benefit, and 
that of their ancestors, descendants, teachers and students. Allahumma Amin 


